My War Memories, 1914-1918
routine. The German love of order and knowledge of hygiene carried the day. The peasant earned more than he had done under the Russians. In the towns business was revived.
The population was governed with a calm and steady hand. I objected to the compulsory military salute introduced by one army. I believe that to-day the people will acknowledge that we acted with justice and moderation.
IX
The economic measures which had been introduced into the occupied territories were carried out in the operations zone by the troops. In particular, many saw mills were erected by the men, there being not only a big demand for planks, but also for wood shavings for the mattresses of officers and men, and bedding for the horses.
The monotony of trench warfare was greatly relieved for the men by their industrial employment. I sympathized with this feeling and was glad to find a fresh field in which to serve the Fatherland. A very stimulating piece of work had fallen to me, which made heavy demands on me. I came to know splendid men and had to interest myself in many spheres of activity quite new to me. It was a great satisfaction to know that the officers of the military administration placed unlimited confidence in me. My will permeated every branch of the administrative services and kept alive their zeal for work. We felt that we were working for Germany's future, even in a strange land. We especially hoped to open a field for j^erman colonization in Courland. I prohibited the sale of land in order to lay the foundation of a sound land and colonial policy, and also to prevent its exploitation. At that time I had in mind plans similar to those which the Navy had carried out with great success at Kiauchou.
What the Commander-in-Chief in the East accomplished in the short time before the beginning of August, 1916, when I left, was a work for civilization.